eV 


Numb: 174 


IEW 


OF THE 


STATE 


OF THE 


BritTisH NATION. 


Saturday, May 3. 1713. 


Happy thar Nation, whofe peculiar Fate 

Is always to M Wife, and ne'er too late ; 
Whofe well determin d Fudgment’s handed down 
At other People’s Coft, and not their own. 


HEN sill this Nation come un- 
der the Denomination of thefe 
wife People? When hhall we 

ceale to make ourfelves the Laughing. 

of the World, and of one another ? When 
fhall we ceafe to amnfe ourfelves witb Fan- 
gies aod Notions, ef what we would not 
be glad to fee, and yet confidently affirm 
to one another ie in being, ind thal ap- 


pear ? When fhall we leave off laying up 
a Stock of Shame for ourfelves, and pro- 
viding fomething in every Day’s Conves- 
fation, to blufh at in the next ?- 

This is the Day thather Majefly was to 
come to the Hone, and tellus she Peace 
was made: ({ meamche Day this is Writing,. 
May the 1f,) How pofitive were we all of 
it ? How Ridiculous was a Man fuppos’d 
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to look among you, if he offer’d to Con- 
tradi@ you? The Treaty of Com- 
merce was Sign’d already, fays 4 Learned 
_ Tory Author » Ay, and a Separate Peace tov, 
faj¢'a more Learned Author, that fhould 
haye had more Wit or Hotefty, and: the 
Queen isto come the firft of May, and lay 
ic all open 3 and yet not a Word in all this, 
but the meer Daughters of Fancy, the I- 
mages of a Diftemper’d Imagination, which 
now reigas among us. 

I can compare this firft of May Ayemour, 
to nothing fo well, as the Story of the Jrifp 
coming to cut all our Throats, which tho’ 
jit began from a know Trifle, a meer Ac- 
cident, yet taklag hold pf the Wild-fire of 
the People’s Imagination, run over the 
whole Nation fo fwiftly, thet People fan 
~ cled, and fome weak Ones do fo ftil, that it 
~ was ia its height all over the Nation at the 
fame Moment: ——~- Which however.was a 
miftake. 

This Whim of she fir{t of May, is known 
to have its Bicth in a motion made for 
Calbof the Houfe, oceafion’d dy fome Ment- 
bers obferving véry juftly, how many had 
withdrawn themfelves from the Service of 
the Houfe ; and now this Prophetick Ru- 
mour,. How it leoks ! like the poor Delufi- 
ons of ourLine-of:time Men,who have {pent 
{omaay Volumes on the Figures 666, and 
the Number of the Beaft, fixeag the Time 
for the fall of Anticbri?, which when the 
‘Time expires, they never fail to thift off 
for the next Hundred Years or twos and 
then they are fure of it; and ia the mean 
Time, ave rid. of the Neceffity of Blufhing 
at the Miftake, 

Now all. the Periods of the Men,.#ho 
were fo fure of this Court-Plot, are Expii’d, 
and yet this Separate Peace is not ‘yet come 
to Town ——Bat the Armies are in the 
Field, and begin to box one another, the 
War goes on, and the Freeh feem re- 
folved totry another Campaign with us. 

There are ftrange Things ia the Womd 
of Providence, for this Age yetto be Con- 
vine’d bys and for my part, asT profefs 
Ignorance, as to the Certeinty of Thidgs, 
{d Lrather ftand at Gaze, than. venture to 


foretell =e One Thing I conid heartily 
with, for the Sake of all Sidess the New 
Miniftry here have been loaded with Re- 
proaches, for putting a Check to the War, 
gwing Breath to the French, difcouraging 
the Allies, and pretending to fet on Foot a 
Treaty with Frawces and this at fuch a 
Jun&are, when one Cyxpaign more would 
effeGually have Reduead the French King 3 
one Summer more would have brought him 
on his Knees, once more appearing but in 
the Field, we might have been fure of our — 
own Demands, and have made the King o¢ 
France beg Peace upon his Knees, with. . 
Spain and the Pxdies, one in oné Hand, and 
one in the othef, Entreating y8u to take: 
them off his Hibds, for the tile of the Em- 
peror. 

Now eithee thefe Men talk’d without 
Book, or they bad-good Ground for what 
they faid ; It isevident, the French have 
Tempted us with this O N E Opportunity 
to beat them again, aod.I could be gladto 
hear we fhould take hold of it; tho’ orr Ge- 
neral ig Rextov'd, yet the Army fs the fame: 
there is Prince Engeme, the trave Prince 
of Heffe, General Cadogan, Albemarle, and 
in fhort, the beft Sett of General Officers 
that ever were togéther in one Army-tn 
the Werld ; and there is One we have al- 
meft forgot; fle Commander of Generals, 
aod the Great Guide, of sot the Armies 
only, butthe War But as,to Men, we 
have fuch an Army and {ach Men, as I can- 
not be afraid to fay, Jet-them alone, if it 
be tobe done, they will do-it ftiN; nay, 
they muft doit, and they muft do it now 
ornever, both the Emperor and the Datck 
fee plainly they have nothing but a Battle 
for it; the War muft be’ no longer dallied 
with; they meft pufh the French the Can- 
paige or mever: The Queen has again al- 
fur'd them fhe has made no Separaté Treaty, 
nor willmake any, but will carry on the 

ar, till Franse fhall ftoop to good Condi- 
tions of- Peace: Now to beat the French 
heartily ! Now to push into the Heartof 
their Country! or to attackthem at all 
Hazards! if Vivtory follows, all the Mifts 
of Slander and Scandal vanifh at once, and 
thole 


- thofe, ghat would-hay. 
ere eee Ave US 

fake is 
Rill hope for Viory, aotwithBa 


sBple who have Reproach’d the 


—— thofe Pe | 
Folk now in Place, with being ina French 


4muit-be-forc’d to acknowlege 


r- 

_ they have wrong’d them. 
Nothing can ten (0 much to clearing 
_ the Minds of our Nation from the Clouds 
of Jealoufie and Miftalee,- as-a hearty At: be 
_ tack now.upon the French : Tho’ I am one 


of chem that ows Dem fi 


the Duke of 
Marlbrougb is nog t 


here, yet I am none of 
zou afraid to fight 
bwkhout him ; non wid bis Gras 
an-Affront, if } fay, 1 thoult 
} ding that 
Difafter ; I fhould be: glad. te {ee the Fate 


ofthis War puctea fairDay, and let us-Ge 
- whether ig is trucorne, thatione. Blow 
_ hore would do the Jobb ——-The Govern- 


theot would have 10 Occafiog for a Peace 
ifitdid, or their Raemies na, Obdj:Gion a- 
gainftit, if itdid oof 5 fo that would the 
Generals bring it to one decifive Stroak, if 
pofibie, Lthowld-hepe it would put an End 
to much of our Civil Strife at Home, as 
well as to:this- Bloody Scrife Abroad;. let it 


go which way it would, it meft Viadicate 


our Honour, from the Scandal and Claniour 
Of having:Efpouled the French-Jntereft, and 
featterthe Notions of a Separate Peace from 


among our Allies ; a Thing, I confefs,. I 
have not feen fo much Reafon to charge 


where the firain of Popular Paffion will 
shave itlie, if I didfee, 1 thould be far 
from jufifying or Excafing it 3 and if Ido 
not fee it,1 cannot fay it,tho it fhould offend 


* gore than it does, 


Imake no-doubt, buta High Ofober. 
Party may have their Eyes te a Popifh Pre- 
tender, and at the Deftru@ion of the Piote- 


' ftant Succefhiey, and thefe we cannot won- 


der to findid « €rench Inteseft; but that 
the Qieen, and thofe who a& under’her 
Majefty id the Adniloiftration#, cao look 
that Way, is foabfurd to me, tbat I have 
nos, Icenfefs, been able t» Comprehend 
it; and [ cagpot believe agaiaft my Rea- 


fan saad as f hepe this for them, this makes 


mé.fay, that wopld the Government, juftly 
pufh’d upon it by the Frenth Trifliog, pufh 
the War 6n this One Canipaiga, ple the 
uluat Vigour, and efpecially fhould God At- 


mighty add thé Blefling- of Succels, that 
Abfurdity would ftill be more Grofs, and 
the Delufion appear more plain ———.. Aad 
T cannot but with for their-Sakes, whofe 
Intentions are Upright among them, that 
all the Artifices of France tq divide Us, 

dig jetted, “the French may be puthd 
Sword ia Hand toa Peace; perhaps the 
very Appearanceof it ia reality, may bring 
him to it, if not, the Coalequences may 
have.a beter Effedt. sts 

T am fat from Leading our Superizos, or. 


\pretonding fo digtate to Gavetnment,; bur 


the clear View of the Intereft Abroad on 


one Hand, and'the Profpe@ of: clearing 


up the Be and fileaeing the’ Cia 


mours of People at Hoine, that if poflible, 
Peace on Kéreh may beattendéd With good 


Will cowagds.one another, move méto fay 


this, and muft move every Hoa}! Maa fp 
with for it-—— ff another Campaign faith. 
fully Purlu’d and vigoroufly Managed, djd 
not do the Work, THoufands who are now 
againfta Treaty, om wo othe Score, thin 

¢ Probability of immediate Keducing Franép 
t0 it by ong Attack, would come willingly 
in te give over, and acceptof the b-ftTerms 
wé could.get——— But having go:e fo far, 
and tarried it on fo Jong, they always harp 
uponit.; That ‘cis pity we donct cry ance 
more, and that.One more Campaigo, One 
Year more,: and the like, would not fail ¢ 
Iconfef:, Ifhould be glad if France. will 
not Comply, to fee that Oné Campdiga 
more path’dat, if it be but to filence thefe 
Men's Politicks. sores 

Unhappy Age! How Bloody mnuft the 
Experiment be ? What’ Lives muff be loft, 
either to Convince one Side, ‘hat one Cam- 
paign- more will do it, or to Convince the 
other Side that it will noc 7 What Mi- 
chiefs are the Confequences of thefe de- 
lays. 2° Aad’ what does the King of France 
mean? Efther he will, make a Peace, and 
give his Anfwer;-of he‘wittnot, If not, 
Why keep the Treaty on Foot ? If be 


‘will, Whylet the Araneraeet ? Why add 


Blood to Blood ? I confefs "cis all a Riddlé- 
to me, and I believe che Field will Ex- 


sand itll 
penile MIS CEL 
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‘Word or two at the clofe of this tong 
"h, Puper;-about Taxing of Printing; 
Weare told now, that the Tax fs alter’d 
@.Hetle, and part of it remov’d, from ‘the 
‘Tinall to the great Printing. Methinks our 
‘Legiffators cannot omit a General Maxim 
{n Duties or Taxes 5 Every Thing may bear 
+ fall Tax, 4 great Ons may fink any Thing 5 
~ when any Manofa@ure is Loaded beyond 
its Extent, like the Strings of an Inftru- 
ment, when they are overitrain’d ‘they 
break,: and all the Mofick is loft. 
Large Printing may be Over-born by a 
Tax as well as final! ; bot a Moderate Tax 
hurts nothjog's Propo'tiog in all Things is 
theic Preférvation; ‘it is Ballance holds 
the Barth upon nothing ; and there is & 
Ballance in Trade as well as m Power, 
which Ballance when broken by unequal 
thens, overturns che Trade itfelf, and 
ulnsa Natjon. 

Little Taxes caife great Summs of Money, 
Great Taxes none at all ; Little Taxes give 
Spirit to Trade, Great ones {mother it 3 
as Poifon ih j rtion is good Phyfick, 
but in Quantity deftroys Nature: If this 
Tax be to raife Money, it muft be fucb as 


MiIscRELLANEA. 
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she Work can pay, or the End cam never be a 


found in the Means: If it be toSu 

the Grievance of Printin 

humbly rebommend «to 

they would pick out that part of Pr 

which any thoes and: which 
uld have 


then F wo 


elf, otherwite chey--harg the Jnnocent 
with the Guilty,and fink the Ship to drown 


‘Houfe;- that 3 


upp’, and fink eat Ret 


the Rats 3 Aecligion, Infiru®ion, Learning, 


Arts, Science, Trades and the Bread of 
Poor, ‘All faffer ia Sipprefiing the Smait 
Pricting-Work 3 and this only to Cure an: 
Evil ; The Words are, The Scandalous Liber 
vy or Licentioufness of the os ‘the Mif- 
chief i great, and ic is Time it were Cur'd, 
let them go-on and Profper, that Defign’ 
jt ; but to ftop the Prefs in general, is noe 
in the Defigny. To Ruin she Families of 
the Workmen, ‘gnd Starve the Poor, this 
is no part of the Thing $ and te do this, 
in order to prevent theother, may it not be 
fomething like Curisg the Gout, by cute 
tlag off the*Toe ?a——But I doubt not the 
Parliament will fee into this. Cafe tootleas~- 
ly, to fufferany fuck Thing: to pafs. 
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